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Women in History

Dame Maggie Smith

Dame Maggie Smith was born on December 28,
1934. She is an English actress, well known for her roles
as Professor McGonagall in the Harry Potter series, and
Violet Crawley in Downton Abbey. She has been in many
TV shows and films over the past 60 years, including

the role of Desdemona in the 1965 film adaptation of
Othello, for which she received her first Oscar nomination. Smith has received two Academy Awards, “the

first (for best actress) in 1969, for her portrayal of an idealistic, unorthodox schoolteacher in The Prime of



Recipes from a Food Truck

There are 1.8 million refugees in Lebanon which is where you find the oldest refugee camp in the
world (68 years), Bourji al Barajneh. Refugees cannot become citizens, and work permits are very diffi-
cult to obtain. They cannot leave the country legally without proper documentation which is also hard
to get. Most lack the resources to move out of the camp so they stay, and three generations have
been born and raised in this place. They know no other life.

From this camp comes Mariam Shaar, born and raised in Bourji al Barajneh, with a drive to improve
the lives of its residents. “Mariam’s vision has always been to create opportunities for the refugee
community and improve lives through education and production.” After consulting with them, she
learned from most of the women that they wanted to do something food related. From this was creat-
ed Soufra (which means “a table of delicious plenty” in Arabic) a catering company. “The idea was to
revive traditional Palestinian dishes and offer them to the Beirut market.”

When not enough catering orders came in, the women came up with the idea of a food truck. After a
great struggle, which included Mariam’s learning to drive, they got their truck, the first refugee food
truck in the world. They have produced a cookbook (available at https://www.amazon.com/Soufra-
Recipes-Refugee-Food-Truck/dp/0999259326), the proceeds from which go to support “the ongoing
development of the camp’s Children Center School.” A very moving and uplifting documentary film,
Soufra, has been made about the story of Mariam and these amazing women, all of whom reside in
the refugee camp. You can watch the trailer at www.docnyc.net/film/soufra . Soufra has become a
symbol of hope and proof that women can do anything!

\ i 1he Center for Woments Studies

Source:
663 N. Wood Ave.

Soufra: Recipes From A Food Truck Florence, AL 35630 Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

(256) 765 - 6198/4380 ekelleyl@una.edu



















Still, even with the myriad of resources available, an abuser can be difficult to identify, pri-
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Pride s Pantry of Personal J

Care ltems

Library

Bottled Water
Lactation Room
Couches & Blankets
Computers

Free Printing

Events

Study Room

Coffee & Conversation

The Center for Womenis Studies

663 N. Wood Ave.



Internally Speaking

Happy Fall, Yéall! | am so glad fall is finally here! This is my favorite season, and -
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